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TT is ſurprizing, what ſublime Conſequences ard P 
1 produced by the humbleſt Inſtruments: Ong fr 
would think that Braſs is a Metal void of Comlineſſ G. 


ther Capacity, it ſtill carries ali before it. Thoma fro 
a Besker was Arch Biſhop of Canterbury, as hav] the 
been ſince ſeveral other good Doctors of equal Meet bor 
| nels and Merit, whom my fear of giving Aferd to 
= Keeps me from mentioning; and at this very Lim gy 
© a certain Apoſfolical Gentleman, who.ſhall alſo H Ch, 
1 nameleſs, is Cardinal of à great Church betwiy the 
F: 75 N Newgate and Zyburn, | 
en © 


O Catholick Brats,; manifold are thy Virtues! | one 
zadmire thy Intereſt, tho' 1 never felt thy Frienſ diz 
up; an obſtinate Fellow, one Modeſty by Nam|gay 
never ſuffering me to take Acquainrance with 15 0 
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Thou fortunate Favourite of the Court and the Caf- 


ſocks, many a fair Lady haſt thou won, and many 
a fair Poſt enjoy d! Powerful alſo is thy Force in Ar- 
gument: How invincibly haſt thou ſupported the 
Divine Right of Kings and Clergy, their Inbroben 
Succeſſion, and unlimited Power, to the utter Con- 
fuſion ot common Senſe, and the Biſhop of Bangor! 
But to proceed with the mighty Events that ariſe 
from contemptible Cauſes; every Body has heard that 
the famous Sir John Whittington, at his firſt ſetting 
out in the World, had no greater Cargo than a 
homely Tabby Cat, and ſhe too, like other mortal 
Merchandize, ſubje& to Tare and Tret. But ſhe pro- 


ved a mighty Hunter, and, by her Teeth and Repu- 


tation, promoted her Felow Traveler to the chief 


q Poſt in the chief City. And thus, to draw a Moral 


from the Story, The Deſtruction of Rats became tlie 
Generation of a Knight and a Lord Mayor. © 

I have heard, in foreign Countries, of a fleſhy. 
headed Chamber-Maid, who from pinning ber Mi- 


14 ftreſs's Rump, got altride three Nations, and rode 


them almoſt out of Breath; for ſhe was Corpulent, 
and, for the moſt part, had 4 Spur in her Head, Fg 
Even the great Virgil became a Courtier by being 


a Farrier; and a Tapſter has been the Elements of 


an Ambaſſador, 


Arts and Sciencesthemſelves have had their Birth. 
from trivial Chance, Muſick, as ſweet a Girl as 
the is. had a dirty Anvil of her Mother, and a baſe 


born Hammer for her Father, and was midwif'd in- 


to the World by a ſooty Blackſmith. And Aſtrolo- 


gy derives its Genealogy from Cow-keeping, the 
H Chaldean Herdſmen having, while they look dafter 


their Flocks, grown Familar with the Stars. Thus 
Venus had her Water firſt watched by Ruſticks, who 


one would think, could have neither ſufficient Bree- 


ding nor Capacity for Pimping — but rhe moſt ele- 
gant Arts were rude in their Beginnings. A 


Swine Herd, mounted till he came to be Chief of H 
another Herd, (till preſerving an Analogy between lil 


he not firſt made Hob- Nails. fir 


in print as ſome other famous Writers, whoſe Me- © 


I found his Paper after much ſearch, in a blind Ale- 
Houſe near Hockly in the Hole. Having met my he 
Rival for Fame, inſtantly 1 drew my Pen, and by] an 
ſeveral bold Strokes upon his Margin, diſcover'dſ be 
_ plainly that Senſe and Modeſty were not his Seconds, Wi 


Y ve, with becoming Merit and Juſtict. But ſee, how ſoo, 


bet CLE . 
A Friar, whilſt he was boilihg up a Balſam for a 
broken Shin, ſtumbled upon the Generation of Gun- L. 
Powder, which was therefore conceived in the Womb: th 
of a Gally-Pot, made pregnant by a Prieſt. 

Ine great Pope Sixtus the Fifth ow'd his triple 
Crown to the keeping of Pigs, and from a mean th 


bis firſt and laſt Employment. SD, 
The great TJompion had never made Watches, had 


All this Waſte of Learning, which ix other Hands, ta 
might fill many Books, may ſerve to introduce the th 


Manner and Motive by which I came to be an h: 


Author. Know then. Curious Reader, that a Statio - re 
ner in the City, having, laſt Week truſted me with el 
an 1nkborn and the Appurtenances, I began imme- th 
diately to make uſe of it, and upon a tryal of of 
my Genius, I found I could make as good a Figure 41 


rit is beſt known to themſelves. 55 wy 
My firſt Attempt was upon the Witty and Vo- 
lumnious Mr. Miſt, the Journaliſt, becauſe I would | W 
begin with ſomthing ſignal at my firſt ſetting out. W: 


for they both proved mine. But for all this dreadful! 5 
Enmity between us, I will candidly own that the O. 
Jews, for whom he lately drew up an izimi table to 


Petition, have almoſt as good a Title as himſelf toz g) 


one ſort of Advancement in a Chriſtian Common- Wi 


wealth. My Antagoniſt would certainly fill a parti- an 


cular tall Poſt, which is empty oftner than he ſhould; ne 


theſe 


Theſe Parſons run away wich Preferments from the 
- Laity! This very Poſt is, I am told, conferr'd, for 
b' |the preſent, upon a genuine Sou of the Church, who 

nas conſciently deſerved it, . 
e | Behold kind Reader, A true and full Account of 
n |the Origination of this admirable Pamphlet, If 
f Heaven ſpare me my Life and my Inkhorn, it is 
1 likely L may ſwell into Volumes, as divers and ſundry 
uſeful Writers have done for no better Reaſon, | 
4; Having thus ſucceeded beyond Expectation in my 
flirſt Eſſay, I am embolden'd thereby to an Under- 
„taking equal, if poſſible, to my laſt, and from 
e the Defence of Mr. Miſt, I intend to paſs per- 
1 | haps naturally enough, to an Apology for the Reve- 
) 
1 


a 


rend Parſon Alberoni, who, by the high Station he 
| enjoys, of Vice-Roy over the King of Spain, is become 
the Mark of much unreaſonable Envy. This Task 

f of mine will lead me to open and juſtify theGrounds 
e and commendable Aims of the flouriſhing Trade of 
Prieſteraft, for which I promite my ſelf the pious 
Thanks of the Convocation, the next time it ſits, 
I hope I ſhall need no Excuſe for the ſharp Things 
which my Zeal for the Church and the Cardinal 
will tempt me to utter. 1 


As to the trifling Charge againſt my Client, that 
he has commanded his Pupil, to break through Faith 
and Treaties, and ſurprize his Neighbours, tho' it 
q 


with ſhame the Ignorance of mankind as to what 
1! paſſes daily amongſt us, Do we not all know that 
e Oaths and Obligations, when they are ſo ſaucy as 

to fetter the Cat holick Pleaſure or Profit of the Cler- 
„ g, are ever broken through by the whole Body, 
with great Fortitude and Vnanimity? Nor is there 
- any Malignity in this convenient Piece of Wicked- 
neſs; for the moſt damnable Sin ceaſes to be fo, as 
7] ſoon as the Prieſt has unchriſtewd it, and ſucked out 
- | | 8 18S 


be very true, there is Nothing at al init, I behold - 


* 
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ſurers of its Wrath and Mercies, I cannot conceive 
they ſhould be at any Time in an unſactified State, 


may appear 2 ver ſad Fellow, and tainted with that 


Lewdneſs. But alas! they have an indeliable Cha- 


ter of the Prieſt this indeliable Charatter, conyey'd' 
by Ordination, lurks; and J think it is evident it 
cannot lodge in the Caflock or Habit, ſince the ſame 
has been often worn by Lay Girls, who being only 
Companions to the holy Prieſts in their Labouss and 


or Executed any other Branch of the Eccleſiaſtical. 


its Venom with a Salvo: When he has done this, as 
a godly Caſuiſt finely obſerves, Licet ante peccave- 
rint, jam nou geccant: That is, The moſt groſs Sin- 
ners are now innocent, being undamned by the Pr ieſt. 

This ought to be meant of the Laity; for as to 
the Clergy, who are the avowed Porters of Heaven, 
aud Comptrollers of its Power and Keys, and Trea- 


let them do what they will, To us indeed, who be- 
ing Lamen, and only the Beaſts of the People, ſee no 
further than the Externals of Things, a Perſon 


which, i» one of another Cloth, might ſeem great 


: 


ratter which conſecrates all their Actions, and is 
the, ſpiritual Salt that keeps the Corruptions of the 
Clergy from ſtinking. 5 „ 
It may perhaps be not unbecoming my preſent 
Deſign, to enFuire a little in what Nook or Quar- 


Exerciſes, could not pretend to take Orders, or be 
ever inſtituted and inductel. wa 
Nor can this eſſential and unalterable Spot reſide 


in the Carcaſe of the Prieſt. For when a Levite 
has been maliciouſly toſſed off a Beam, and expir'd for 
want of footing or died a natural Death of Deb auc he- 
, Or in any other manner worthy of bimſelf, it has 


never been knovvnthat the ſaid Carcaſs forgave Sins, 


Office. Forit is remarkable, that, when a Parſon is 
dead, he lies as quiet and peaceable as another Body, 
; „ 1 which, 


„ woe +2. 24... Va. a$ Rs — — — .. 


{which is a Confutation of a Point generally beliey'd, 
namely, That a Prieſt is zever a good Neighbour, 

l would not have it alledged that the abovenamed 
Stainof Prieſt-hood, ſticks, like Bird Lime, to the 
Soul of the Doctor, when the ſame has given his 

| Body the Slip, or that he keeps hrs Orders whe: He 
has loſt his Organs. Profane Wits wil make a jeſt 
of a Ghoſt in Orders, and looking upwards, be ſur- 
| priz'd to finda Prieſt in a Place where no one would ex- 

/ pe him. But let ſuch a Scoffer be anſwerable for 

his own Mirth, I am ſure I have 2 very good Mea- 
„ 1 8 

on However, tho' thisindeliable Character muſt for e- 
ver remain a profound Myſtery to me, who am but an 
„ uncircumcird Lay-man, and tho'l am in Duty bound 
to know what I cannot underſtand; I have ſtill ſome- 
thing further to ſay in Defence of my favourite Car- 

| dinal, hisleaping over Qaths, which as I have al- 
1 ready prov'd, cannot tye down a Chureh- man. 

-| Arch-Biſhop Land, beſides his taking and tende. 
e ring Oaths with an kg. which ſome weak fanatical 
/ Miniſters would not ſwallow, and were therefore, 
like filly Fellows, unworthy of their Cloath and Or- 
- 


der, undone becauſe they would not be forſworn; F 
ſay, beſides this Eſſay of his Perjury for the Good of 
.| himſelf and the Church, He and the King obliged 
the Clergy of Scotland to ſwear to a Canonical Con- 
1 formity to a Liturgy, a Year before it was made. 
And J have read of a Monarch, 4 Glorious Church- 
Man, for whom once a Tear, many godly Revilingzs 
and Falſehoods are utter'd, and many HandKkerchiefs 
wet, who, beſides many other Inſtances of his Sin- 
./ cerity and Devotion, ſwore to the Eſpouſals of one 
Lady, while he was engag'd by Heart and Hand to 
another whom he afterwards married. f 
What I would from hence infer in favour of my 
| Client, is, that if a Popiſh Prince and a Popilh: 
| | | Te ag Prie 


Prieſt, the Cardinal and his Pupil ſtand juſtified. 
| dity would be 4»fair T; raficking. 


in all Ages, I would be glad to fee that daring Infi- Tv! 


ways ſcorn'd to be barr'd by the trifling Regards of an 


_ Heart andthe weak Hand. As 4 


Prieft have as good a Right to be forſworn as an f 
Enghſh, Catbolick Prince, aud an Engliſh Gathbolick ple 


You muſt own, Reader, a Monopoly of Perjury is 
not publick Spirited - I do not indeed envy any of 
our own Clergy their full Share, who may have been 
r ading that way; but to engroſs the whole Commo- 


N er 


But to go on with m Apology, Kings are | 
accountable to none but Gd. and the Prices to none po 
but themſelves. As this Principle i is exactly agree- 

able to the Pretenſions and Practices of the Church mi 


del who calls it in Queſtion. The Lay-World may pr! 
make Oaths, and take them, but ſo long as their I. 
Force depends upon the Pleaſure and Explications 1/4 
of the Clergy, they will be but of ſmall Service to 
Mankind. I will vouch for the Prieſts, that they al- 


— 
1 


Conſcience and Swearing, from the more Catholick ci! 
purſuits of their Pleaſure and Power; and Hiſtory, 
both antientand modern, will vouch for me. I will jan 
give Inſtances, | lic 

When the Prince is hard hearted enough to hu- ha 
mour the Church- men, by oppreſſing and plundering | E. 
the Laity, and politick enough to divide the Spoils lil 
with them, then it is Damnation to refit him, becauſe ! cc 


= 


he has a Divine Right to be Miſchievous to all Men he 


but themſelves: But if his Majeſty is ſo ill advis'd, ſo 
as to provoke their Rage by his Benevolence to Man- N 
kind; or, if by a ſchiſmatical Adherence to Truth à 


and Liberty, he fruſtrate their Hopes of making ri 
him a good Church. Man, the Church grows preſent- | 
ly in imminent Danger from Virtue and Moderati- | h; 


on, Who are notorious Diſſenters from Orthodoxy, | x} 
then it is little better than Damnation not to reſiſt | x 
him, and Woes are denounced againſt the fearful | 1, 


E ö 


q 


) 
; 
8 
) 
f 
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(9) 5 
As to his preſent Majeſty, there are thoſe of the 
Clergy, who have forſworn to be true and faithful 
to him, over and over, and yet do not ſo much as 
retend they mean any ſach Matter, They ſay they 
nuſt ſwear or ſtarve, which is a Confeſſion that they 
7ould rather be damned than faſt. What a Tribe 
fSimpletons were the Martyrs in all Ages! their 
heterodox Notions made them erroniouſly prefer 


their Souls to their Bellies, and even to their lives 


And yet they had a ſtronger Plea for confor- 


ming to Idolatry and Perjury, as Death and Tor- 
tures are ſomewhat more frightful than bare De- 
privation----But now a-days, by univerſal Conſent, 
Tythes bear a higher Price than Conſcience in any 
\Markert in England. 85 
themſelves true Confor miſts, forſook their Harlots 
and the Maſs and were, to appearance, recon- 
cid to one Woman, and the New Teſtament. In 
Queen Marys Reign they abandowd the Goſpel 
and their Wives, and re-became Orthodox Catho- 
licks, and to prove it, grew godly Burners of all that 


' In Edward the Sixth's Time, the Clergy to few 


: 


had either a Conſcience or a Bible. Upon Queen 
: Elizabetlys Acceſſion to the Throne, they once more, 


like conformable friends to themſelves, forſwore and 
complied, and afterwards plotted and rebelbd. But 
her Reign proved long and glorious. And indeed 
ſome, who have not that Reyerence for the Gown 
which they ought to have, are of Opinion, that it is 
a certain Symptom of happy Times, when the Prieſts, - 
run mad and cabal; for, ſay they, while the Peo- 


ple are ſuffer d to enjoy heir own; the Clergy can 
| have no Plunder; whereas, ia a general Oppreſſion, 
the Prince and Prieſts generally divide 5 


takes- 
They add that Wolves and Ravens never fare beſt 


but where there are moſt Carcaſſes- But theſe 


Things ought not to be ſpoken, an cg. 
2 = 1 wonder 


— — 


oa 
I wonder how any Man in his Senſes dare ſay ſuch the 
diſreſpectful Things of the Officers of God Almigbtyꝰs ful 
Revenue, who alſo are a Board of Commiſſioners] the 
for managing his Power, or rather their own Power 
by bis Miniſtration. | | 
In the Buſineſs of Excommunication, for Inſtance, th 
do we not ſee their Marker is made little better 
than their Executioner; He is oblig d not only to ye 
ratify their Sentence, but to deliver the Perſon ex- lie 
communicated into the ſafe Cuſtody of Satan, their . 
Goaler in Comitatu Hell, The Priſoner the while, v. 
not finding himſelf a bit reſtrain'd by his crediting C. 
Landlord, the Devil, goes to the Court, and for a. a 
little Money is abſolved, be his Crime what it will, { 
and his Sentence alſo muſt be ratified in Heaven, | 
and the former unratified ; and the great God, as x; 
if he were the Conſtable of the Court, muſt take the a 
Priſoner out of a Goal where he never was, and from v 
the Cuſtody of a Goaler, whom he never ſaw, and I 
re-inſtate him in a Church which perhaps he never b 
0 
t 
t 
0 
| 
( 
| 


_own'd. Thus is the Creator of all things, and the 
Giver of all Good, made the Inſtrument of their 
Anger and Avarace, and a Property to bring them 
Reverence and Money, TS 
Theſe Things are not at all aggravatcd here, and 
yet the bare mention of them may ſeem to expoſe | 
them; but I mcan no more by it than to ſhew the 
wonderful and inconceiveable Power of the Prieſthood, | 
who are as implicity obeyd in Heaven, as they ought | 
to be on Earth, and have the upper and infernal | 


World as much in their Gift, as he has, who is 
the Maker of both; nay much more, for, as a Re- 
verend Doctor of our Church has it, he has given 
them his Commiſſion to diſpoſe of them, and he canuot | 
contradict himſelf. They will not allow the King 
of Kings the common Preregative of pardoning a poor 
Telon, once in a Seflions, without their conſent, 2 | 

1 : then 


| 


9 (11) : 
ch then he muſt not he puniſhed. How great and aw- 
ys) ful muſt theſe Men be, who are thus abſolute over 
TS) the Abſolute, and Kings of the King of Kings) This 
er may perhaps ſeem to repreſent them as no Friends 
to Monarchy, but this cannot be imagin'd, ſince 
e, they themſelves are the Monarchs of God and Man. 
er After all this Omnipotence which I have pro- 
o ved to be in the Clergy, where is the need of be- 
X- lieving in any other God, or of living as if there 
Ir Was one; No, no, if you would be abſolved and ſax | 
e, ved, believe in the Prieſt, and live in the fear of the 
Caſſock. What can be more handy than our having 
a a Forgiver, and and a Saviour in every Pariſh, be- 
„, tides Deputy-Pardonners, and Journey-men- Saviours; 
1, There is indeed an antient Treatiſe named S:rip- 
ture, Which, if we give any Credit to it, would 


er e ig 


Ce rb 


* 


e apt to ſtagger this our Faith in the Clergy. It 
N was of great Repute at the Reformation by a few 
1 Doctors, who, not knowing their own Power, 
r ; baſely ſacrific'd the Intereſt of the Surplice to that 
2 of Chriſtianity, But their Succeſſors, wiſer than 
r theſe old Fellows, and better Church- Men, finding 
1 that the ſaid Book was pragmatical, and would be 
: oppoſing the Policy and proceedings of their Socie- 
tie tranſlated all the Reverence, which was for- 
merly paid to that venerable old Book, to a Book of 
Canons, compos'd on purpoſe, as a Rival to bring 
the other under diſgrace, inſomuch that it is now 
for the moſt part condemned to the mean Office of 
teaching Children to read. A certain modern Bi- 
* | ſhop has indeed done his malicious part to reſtore it 
do its priſtine Regard and Dignity, but as he is 
f zealouſly oppoſed by all the truly Orthodox, it is 
hop'd by many he will not ſucceed, Sa 
Commend me to the German Monk whom I have 
ſeen mentioned ſomewhere, I think, by Monſieur 
Le Clore. This genyins Prieſt, faithful in the uu 
NES 


We) 


* 


%F {Is gnar 


* - 


. thoſe few Texts, that ſpeak civilly of the Prieſthood, 


(32) 
lineſs of his Zeal, That there was @ certain B00 — 7 
writ in Greek, calbd the New T eftament which w. $ 1 De 
Full of Hereſies; and another certain Book, writ in He- cou 
brew, called the Old Teſtament, mhich, if they believed . 9 
it, would make them all Jews, | 
I would recommend the Example of this Monk 
to our own Monks, but they have ſaved me the 
trouble, - 

There is an Outcry in the Muoths of too many 
of the Laity againſt the Clergy, which I think is bid 
very unreaſonable; they accuſe them of an impla- led 
cable Enmity to Knowledge and Illumination; Cl. 
which is very true and yet very juſt. How often Ib 
muſt theſe perverſe Men be told, That Learning on 
and Eyes in the Laity are the greateſt Cauſes of the on 
Contempt of the Clergy ? Why ſhould we be inqui- | ſuc 
ring into Points which ought only to be believed | w: 
thoroughly, but never underſtood nor conceived ; 
It ought to ſuffice us to know that the Prieſts know | 
all things. This might at firſt have prevented F, 
Diſſenters, and ought now to reclaim them If of 
we did but humbly and ws follow our Guides, m 
it would faye us much trouble and yet put them tc 
to 1 0 

Beſides this Charge is too general; for they \ 
are always willing we ſhouJd read and underſtand qc 


arid wiſh, no doubt, there were more of them, Nay, 
now and then they are ſo curteous as to ſplit a Verſe © 
in the Bible with us, and, keeping one half to them- 
ſelves, give us generouſiy the other. For Example, 
Be wiſe as Serpents, and innocent as Doves is 4 
Text they ſeem very ready to divide With us. The 
Harmleſnieſs of the Pidgeon is at our Service, 
but we muſt not pretend to rob them of the 


Lernt, 18958 | 
The 


e 


K+ 


The cunningeſt Serpent that ever was, I mean the 


| could not endure the exlightned Side of the Globe, 
The Spac eof ſeen continued Nights he rode In 


Darkneſs —— 
How agreeable the Policy of the Arch-Fiend i is to 


4 
Devil in Milton, compaſe'd the Earth by Night, and 
; 


the other Gentlemen in Black, I need not explain, — 
Without Doubt the H. ſom and good Parts, even of 


| | the Devil, are imitable. Who can blame them for 
| hiding Deformities and cloven Feet? Should Know- 
ledge and the Scriptures be let looſe againit the 
' Clergy, what dreadful Havock would they make ? 
: Theſe mercileſs Informers would make their Reputati- 
on to be only Daub and Parriſh; and their Wealth, 
only Booty and Plunder: For what would not two 
ſuch bold Libertines ſwear ? Can we blame Men for 
warding againſt their mortal Foes, 
For the ſafety therefore of the Parſons, in their 
Fortunes and Characters, | will conſult my intimate 


Friends, the two Houſes, about ſtopping the Mouth 


ol the Bible, and the Biſhop of Bangor. This, I hops 
my Friends will comply with, for 1 know they love 


to do popular T bings, and will 'be proud to eye the 


| Convocation, 


{ I have been long thinking of a Project to Recon- 


| live at Mortal Odds, 


f on, to per ſwade the Clergy 2 give Chriſtianity the 
upper Hand of their Intercſt, for 1 love them too 


well to affront them: neither would 1 have them 


affright themſelves with my reconciling Deſign above- 


ct icable: But as lam their Frlend and Apologiſt, I beg 
leave to recommend to them the Removal of a few 


cile Religion and the Church to each other. They 
were originally intimate Friends, but at Preſent they 


1 would not ſay 6ne Word, upon any Conſi derati- 


| mention'd, for I have given it over as utterly impra- 


| unpopular Qualities and Practices, which they are 
| fond, And Fan 


-_- 
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gelt, Liberty of Cod-piece muſt have a very odd Sound, 
tentate, who, I am afraid, will rot own them. We 
all know their Inſtructions, as myſtical as they would 
them, like many other Stateſcmen, they would be | 
being for the Pretender, take it in his Head to call 
himſelf Xing George's Aubaſſador, would not his Pra- 


- Profeſſions > The Application is eafie; it is only 
| ſuppoſing the Devil a Pretender to the Kingdom of 


(14) 


_ Firſt, I would adviſe them to conceal that «»pro5- tai 


table Propenſity whieh is in them, to burn or ſtran- kee 


gle Diſſenters. Perſecution is certainly a laudable the 
Calling, when any thing is ro be got by it ;,, and in ſuch are 
aCaſe,l am not for robbing the Clergy of their Dues, | Cai 
but at preſent there is neither Gain nor Credit in it: his 
And therefore, I beſcech them, as they love them- on- 
ſelves, which is the ſtrongeſt Motive my Invention in 


can diQate, to baniſn this Pennyle ſa- Spirit The Ma- an 


lignity of the Times has deprived them of the Pow- do 
er of doing Catholick Miſchief and Murder for the th 
Welfare of the Church. . 12 
In order to perſwade them effectually to cloſe with P 
this my Advice, I pray the Clergy not to judge of D 
other Mens Conſciences by their own. It would be B. 


really whimſical, in a few Men, who are void of Hear- 8 
ing, to ſet up for adjuſting or reſtraining the Laws of | © 


Harmony. The Pleaſure of Procreation is Greek and | 


Hebrew to an Eunuch; and indeed 10 4 Creature that is | 7 


Another Point which ſeems wrong in them, is 


their ſtiling themſelves the Ambaſſadors of a great Po- : 


keep them, and | fear me, were they examin'd by 


found too great to be good, Should the late Earl of 
Mar, who hath given ſome ſhrewd Suſpicions of his 


a g . 0-4 
ctices, in ſome ſmall Meaſure, bring in Queſtion his 


Heaven, 1. 
There is in a certain Dioceſs of this Nation a a 
Living, worth about Six Hundred Pounds a Year. | 
This, and two or three more Preferments, main- 

| _ : tain 


Wo co 


e 
i- tain the Doctor in becoming Eaſe aud Corpulency. He 
i- keeps a Chariot in Town, and a Journey-Man in 
e the Country ; and his Curate and his Coach-Horſes 
h are his equal Drudges, ſaviug that the four Legg'd 
„ Cat le are bettet fed and have ſeeker Coſſocks than 
his Spiritual Drey-Horſe. The Doctor goes down 
once a Year to ſheer his Flock, and fill his Pocket, or; 
1 in other Words, to receive the Mages of his Embaſſy; 
- and then, ſometimes in an Afternoon, if his Belly 
do not happen to be too full, he vouchſafe to mount 
e the Pulpit, and to inſtruct his People in the Great- 
neſs of his Character and his Dulneſs. This com- 
poſes the whole Pariſh to Reſt; but the Doctor one 
Day denouncing himſelfthe Lord's Ambaſſador with 


— 


; 
f 

greater Fire and Loudneſs than could have been 
reaſonably expected from him, it rouzd a Clow·n 
of the Congregation, who wak'd his next Neighbour, 
4 


| with Doſt hear, Tom, do'ſt hear? Ay, ſays Tom, 


pyawning, what does he ſay? Say, anſwered bother, 
he ſays a plaguy Lye to be jure ; be ſays as how he is 
the Lord's Humbaſſandor : But I do think he is 
more rather the Lord's Receiver General, for he 
never comes but to take Money, 


Six Hundred Pound> a Year is, modeſtly ſpeaking, 
a a competant Fee for lulling the largeſt Congregation 
in England aſleep once in a Twelve Month 

Such Tithesare the Price of Napping, and ſuch migh- 
ty Odds there are between a Curtin-Lefture and a 
* Cuſhion-Lefture, Wo ge 
Ihe next Piece of Counſel I would give my Friends 
in Black is, that when they are caught in a ſmall 
Crime, or ſo, they would not always be throwing 
the Blame upon a Couple of civil Perſons and good 
Neighbours, called Fleſh aud Blood; it is not ſatis- 
factory. A Bear, when he is hungry, may eat up a 
good Chriſtian, and give us ſtrong Reaſon for it. 
No, let them Sin as they Preach, and ſcorn to tell 
us hy or Fherefors. Es Their 


e 
Their Ambition, of being ſuch near Kinſmen toll ow 
the Apoſtles has likewiſe done them a Diskindneſs. wh 
A Prieſt may be a boon Companion, and an admir- yr 
able Church-man, and yet not a Bit like his Couſin} go 
St. Paul. It is therefore for the Honour of the apf 
Clergy, that I would have them drop their AllE * 
ance with the Saints: People will be making ſhame- the 
ful Compariſons, in which the Crown, I doubt, mill 
ſuffer ; tor know all Men, ) theſe Preſents,that Rail- Hi 
1 ing at the Goverment, and Undermining it, and at 
the Contempt of Temperance, and Oaths, with o- A 
ther Modes, that are now Orthodox, were not Apoſto- 
1 tical Vertues in former Days: And w' ereas Humility, of 
: Meekneſs, Patience, brotherly Love and Charity, | 
1 are, at this Day, every Mother's Son of them, Dif- ab 
| fenters and Schiſmaticks, the ſame were in ſome ſmall in 
Repute many Hundred Years ago. But what is vc 
that to our preſent Apoſtles ? . 1 y« 
ST I often amuſe myſelf with conſidering the Great- J ki 
"1 neſs and Multiplicity of the Characters belonging ? tt 
to the Orthodox Clergy. The meaneſt Reader of I 
them is a Kindſman totheApoſtles,and ourSaviour's } tc 
Lieutenant, and Door-Keeper of Heaven and Hell, #4 
and the Creator of Chriſtians, and the Forglver of 
N Sins, anda Trumpeter, and a Watchman, and Jour- | 
ney man, and (I am out of Breath) an Ambaſ- 4 
ſador. „ i he, 3 
But as great Men as they are, it is hard, methinks, If: 
that an honeſt Lay-Man, when he dies, cannot ſtep 34 
up Stairs, without a Ticket from an Ambaſſador, 6 
who is perhaps a Bed, or out of Humour, or tak- 
ing his Bottle or his Girl, and the like. = 
My Friends, the Ambaſſadors have another ö 
Cuſtom too; which favour not ſo much of the Se: bent 
1 4s it ought to do. A Man cannot grow eminent for | 
ll his Knowledge and Writings, but forthwith the / 
Amvattadors grow fearful of him, and cry Atheiſt | 


at 
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at him. This I would pray them to forbear. I 

own I have my own Ends in giving them this 
wholeſome Admonition; for, to tell it to my dear 
Friend, the World, as a Secret, which I defire may 


(17. ) 


go no further, I begin my ſelf to be more than 


| apprehenſive of the Charge of At heiſm againſt me. 


The Church-Men have, moreover, found it for 


their Intereſt, Time outof Mind, that mcſt of their 
* Foes ſhould drink a Bumper to Beelzebub next their 
Heart every Morning. Now I declare I am not 


at all acquainted with the Devil, and I deſire the 
Ambaſſadors, if he ſhould tell them the contrary, 


not to credit him; for, what-eyer they may think 
of it, he is a ſad lying Fellow. „ eke 


Mr. Lock, I grant, gave them ſufficient-Cauſe to 
abuſe him, by his ſpeaking well of humane underſtand- 


ing and explaining the Scriptures.' But for my ſelf, I 


vow and proteſt, pon the word of an Author, I never 


yet did the Clergy the /eaft :YOffice, in teachingMan- 


kind either Reaſon or Religion: I confeſs, 1 love 


r 
f 
r 
C 
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them both well enough to merit the Character of an 
2 Infidel, but I keep my Affection to Piety and Truth 
to my ſelf, for fear of provoking the Ambaſſadors ; 


they being engaged in another Intereſt. 
I, who am rheir Apologiſt, muſt! own, it is not 


| without Reaſon they look aſquint upon Humanity 


and uſeful Knowledge, and Moderation, and the like 
Lay-Vertues, A Man that wants Legs, would cer- 
tainly think himſelf inſulted and reproached, ſhould 


2a progmatical Fellow take it in his Head to be dan- 
2 cing and cuting Capers before bim. Folks that have 
» | #0 Teeth do not love Cruſt... : i-00t o, 
But notwithſtanding all theſe: friendly Conceſſi- 
ons of mine in Favour of the Ambaſſadors; I muſt 
ſtill pray them, for the future, to keep their Atheiſm 
to themſelves, tho'rheymaybave a great deal of it to 
| pare, For, while there are yet few left; who mpke 
5 6 Q 
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bold to believe there is another God beftdes the Clerty, 


un Adherence to Scripture and common Senſe will 
not fail to be approved by maay, and would be by 
more, were it thought conſiitent with the Digny ty 


and Deſgns of the Ambaſſadors, to permit the com- 
mon People to return to their Senſes. - 

But this, alas, is not to be expected, ſo long as 
Judgment and Underſtanding are ſo apparently 
oppotite to the Rights of the Church. 


The {Roman Clergy are juſtified in keeping the 


Laity in Subject ion and Ignorance, by a bold Pre- 
tence: of the Infallibility : Whereas our Prieſts 
equally: bold, but leſs reaſonable, would make us 
Slaves and Blockheads, and yet cannot give us 4 
Keaſon for it. It is confefled they have a certain hard 


Word, one Orthodox, which is their Friend at a | 

pinch, and ſerves them on all Occaſions, for a ready | 

Anſwer to evecy Objection. But this ſame Or- | 

thodox; tho? it fully convince many good Church-Men, | 

pet bath loft ug original meaning and, for many | * 

Ages; ſignified either every Thin 11 or nothing. 
a 


Indeed, when the Church da her Hands e 
Ortbodox i is a Word ot high Importance, and con- 


ſtantly ſignifies the Pillory and Whipping- Poſt, and 


the Church that has theſe refor ming Engines of its 


vides: is, of courſe, the moſt Apaſt ol ic al. 


Ihe orthodox has likewiſe been compelled + to mean | 
a other Meanings, upon ſeveral Oecations ) 
Sometimes it is an Altar, and ſometimes a Book of 


Canons ſometimes a Convocation, and Tometimes | 


a Mob; it is this Minute a Biſhop ix his Throne 
and the next, a Tirhe-Pig. Now and then it is Sla- 


very and unlimited Loyalty, and preſentlj it is | _ 
Seditibn and Rebellion, without reſerve. It isa Ty- | 


rent when a Maſter, and an Incendiary whew-a 


| Servant, and either plotting Miſchief, or acting it. 
. rata is a Doctor, it _ by fwons * 


as \ 


as ill as it likes the Bible, it would keep it all to it 
ſelf, When it is in Adverſity, it ſnatches up the 


firſt Remedy that comes to his Hand, lawful or un- 


lawful ; but to others in the ſame Circumſtances 
it recommends Prayers and Tears, eſpecially wien 
they are to no . purpoſe : If you give it all it asks, 
it will perhaps ſeem contented, but if you ſhew its 


; hated Foe, Moderation, the leait Countenance, it 


will ſpit in your Face, and call you Son ofa Whore: 
For, whatever Diſguiſe it appears in, it is very apt 
to be in a Paſſion, and call Names; nay, if its Hands 
are not tied, it will bite and ſcratch, and kick, and 
fling, and bounce and bellow, and knock down all 
that come near it, unleſs they ſwear a bloody Oath, 
they are for the Church. 5 . 


But as uſeful as this Orthodox is to the Clergy, 


it will rever juſtify them, in the Opinion of im- 


I partial Judges, for marking the beſt and moſt ele- 


vated Spirits with the Brand of Atheiſm, Virtue, 
Learning, and Humanity, will find Friends in ſpite 


of Orthodoxy, and many of the Laity will live in 


the Fear of God, let the Clergy take it ever ſo ill; 


and others will be Lovers of Truth and Mankind, 


at the hazardof being hated by the Church. 


I muſt now have ſome Talk with my Friends, the 


Ambaſſadors, upon another Point, and that is their 
Claim of Divine Right to every Thing which they 
have a mind to call their. PIES 

It is certain the Monks acquired moſt of their 
Poſſeſſions by ſuch Means and Arts as would have 


: been ſcandalous and diabolical, had they been 
I practisd by Lay-Aen. But Clerks only have the ſa- 


cred Privilege of tricking and playing the Devil 
for the Proſperity of the Church. Now theſe Poſ- 


"| ſeffions of the Monks, tho' forfeited to the Crown 
by the Law, for having been fraudulently got, and 


unjuſtly 
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| | unjuſtly kept, tomaintain Lazineſsand Debauchery> 


are to this Hour claimed by our preſent Mo» ks, as 
the undoubted Sueceſſors of rhe other bald Ver min, 
in Furety of Doctrine a def Manners. Thus aiming 


in every Point to reſemble theſe their pious Prede- 


ceſſor?, the woul-: willingly hold their Lands by 


Rogu- 'ry an Divine Rig. t. 
Ihe ancient Monks were much more generous | 


and reaſonable than the preſent Set; for they gave 


their Bubbles an Equivalent for their Wealth | 


They would at any time Jockey away a ſmall Tene- 
ment in Abrabam's Boſom for a rich Manor in Eng- 
land; whereat our modern Monks, notwithſtanding 
rheir avowed Auchority aver their Maker, and his 


Dominions above, ars fo far from dealins like Chap- 


men, that, in Exchange for our Dominions, they do 


not ſo much as offer us a little Bargain in Paradiſe, 
If the Property of that Ground be t heiss, the; might 


at leaſt tender a future Cottage for a preſent Palace, 
and the rather, becauſe by Experience we know 
that when we are at their Mercy, they allow us, in 


this Life, little elſe but Dungeons, Whips and 
Chains, and the like Indacementsto reverence the 
Prieſthood, who, for the Good of oar Souls, uſe our 
Bodi, s bloody 11 And it cannot be denied, when the 


Ambaſſadors are let loole, they aft as if they were, 
in Trutu / Sconrges of God, by Divine Right, 
Now, I their Apologiſt, do earneſtly perſwade 


the Ambaſſadors to drop this Claim. All the Laicks 


who read the Bible know there is nothing of it in 


that Book, and they do not fee that the Clergy live 
in fo good an Underſtanding and Confor mig, with 
their Maker, as to merit from him a Grant ofall the 


Lands in England by Word of Mouth, 

What they have by human Right let them keep 
and make uch of it; nay, (to pleaſe them)let them 
wrangle and go to Law about it as much and as 


often 
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cious L:vings, not to ſib out of the Bible. I know jr 
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| often as they wil——But this is a Hint they donot | 


want. A Parſon's Bull and his Grey Pad feed on. 
| Tithe-Hay and Corn, which is the Provender of 


theſe Brutes by Divine Rig ht, and yet I never obſerv- 
ed they grew fatter upon this d:vize Food than a 


Lay Bull and aLay-Stone- Ho:ſz,or were leſs addicted 


to Carnality and Lewdnefs. | 


Il will fay nothing hereof the Divine Right which 
doubtleſs the Ambaſſadors have to Pluralities and 


No-Reſidence , Oniy by the by, ſuppoſe the Earl of 


Stairs ſhould defire his Majeſty to make him Ambaſ- 
ſador to half a dozen Courts beſides that of Fance, 


and undertake to execute all theſe Employments by 


his Foot men, 1 fancy hisEx-ellency would be roundly 


told, That Diſchargine an Ambaſſy by a Curate is 


ſuch a Solœciſm in Politicks asa-Lay- Min ſter muſt 
not be guilty of. . n e 41g 
Ino proceed toanother Cat holick Topick, which 


is run to a prod:gions Luxuriency and Irreguliarity, I 


mean the good Art of Lying for the Church. I do 


not intend to debar the Ambaſſadors from their moſt 
righteous and moſt ancient Practice of marrying 


their Conſcience to their Caſſock, and venturing 


their precious Souls againſt the dangerous and fana- 


tical Eneroach ments of their old Foe, Truth, which 


was never a Friend to the Trade of the Tippit. It 


is to be withed, however, that their laudable Zeal 
bor this venerable Vſage were a little limitted; and 


therefore that it may not grow uſeleſs by being al- 
together boundleſs, as it 2s at this Day, I the Apo- 


log iſt for the Church, prompted by pure Affection, 
u ill make hold to lay dowu two Rules to be obſerved 
by the Ambaſſadors, who are Liars for the good of it, 
as well as Sir H. Wooton was for the good of the State. 


And Firſt, l implore them, as they love their pre- 


ED (22) 
is the hardeſt Thing in the World to break Men of 
a long and ſtrong Habit, particularly when they 
much delightin it; but I pray them to conſider that 
the Bible is the moſt aukward creature under the 


Sun at fathering a Lie. You may eaſily know when 


he is quoted for a Falſe. hood, for if you ask him, he 


will deal uprightly with you, and tell you the naked 


Truth. It was a malicious Thing of our Anceſtors, 


and a great Blow upon the Ambaſſadors, to teach 
this Foreigner our Language; for ever ſince he has | 
been naturaliz d and taught Engliſh, he bla bs out 

every Think he knows. 5 1 1 
Good Dotters, take Warning from the wretched 


Fate of a Brother Dottor, who in a furious Fit of 


| Zeal to deſtroy his Country, and ſavethe Church, | 
took a Paſſage or two out of the Bible, that were! 
not in it. Upon this ſome. a»leavened Lay-Men, | 
who had a ſingular Affection for the Scripture, but 


were bitter Enemies to the Church, went and 


conſulted their o/d Friend the Bible, who told 


them frankly and like a Neighbour, that this 


Saviour of the Church had belied him; and, after 


ſpending ſome Moments in Admiration of the 


Doctor's want of Memory, added, That the Doctor 
and be had never been, in the leaſt, acquainted in 
all their Lives. 1 e eee 
A. ſore Stroke this upon our Ambaſſador, but it 
did not reſt here, Theſe hard hearted Lay- Men. 
preferring the Reputation of an obſolute Treatiſe to 
that of a modiſh Ambaſſador, hung up the Story | 


at Weſt minſter- Hall, and then publiſh'd it to all the 


World. Which dreadful Uſage did ſo provoke 
the meek Ambaſſador, that from that Hour to this 
he could never endure Law, or Goſpel, or Truth, 


or good Manners; but, being now both diſtracted 


and harden'd to a degree, he ſwears and rails, 04 
| ies | 


IF 3 
lies more or leſs every Day in the Week, but moſt 
 rerribly on Sundays. - 

Behold the Damage which aceures to the 
Church from the aptneſs of the Bible to tell 
Tales! „ 

This Boldneſs in us Læy-Aui mals, or, as a great 
Churcb-Man loves to call us, te Beaſts of the Peo- 
ple, to meddle with RoW (erg: and ſtudy the 
| Word of God, is undoubtedly a ſhameful Inſult up- 
on the Ambaſſadors, and a manifeſt Impropriation 
of their Rights and Profits, But there is no Help 
tor it, the Laity will, ag a:nſt all Reaſon, be exer- 
 ciſing their Reaſon, and judging in Things which, 
tho” plainand xeceſſary, ought to remain a profound 
| Myſtery, All this is the more intolerable, for 
| that both the Prophets and Apoſtles give a very 
harſh and unkind Character of our preſent Ortho- 
dox Clergy. It is well for theſe Calumniators and 
Low-Churcb-Men, that they are dead. Se IB 
Having now fhewed the Ambaſſadors that it is 
by no means ſafe, even when the Church is in the 
greateſt Danger, to lie for its Preſervation ont of 
the Holy Scriptures, which are ever backwards to 
| own and vindicate the Cauſe of the Caſſock; I pro- 
| ceed to give them a Rule to lie by, which they fetch 
their Falſhoods out of their own Heads And it 
is only this, to Lie with probability. How many a 
, | glorious Cat holick Forgery bas been murther'd by 
making it too Catholick, that is, too Moyſtrons + 
What Pity it is there ſhould be any Excels in Piety 
and good Works! EA TECH, ; 
In the Time of the late Rebellion I din'd by 
Accident at a Geatleman's Houſe in the We, 
who made no fecret of his being a Jacobite, or, 
as he explain'd it, awrue Church. Man. The Par- 
n I found, was gone to the next Village to eater 
ik | for 
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for News, and, being impatiently expected by the 
Squire, arriyed jaſt as we were fitting down to 


Dinner. Hel, Doctor, ſays his Worſhip, What 
is the Mord? Mar, Mar, Sir, replied the Doctor, 
What ſhould it be 2 Here all the Family chuckled, 
perceiving the good Man had got a Packet that 
pleasd him. However before he broach'd his beſt 
News, he let us know that King Gevege (to whom 
he gave another Name) had got a Guard ahont him, 
conliſting of Five Thouſand Turks, and Tin Trouſand 


Presbyterian Parſons, Thcſe il tidings made Ma- 


dam ſigh for the Church, and therefore the Do- 
or haſten'd to tel] her better. Come, Madam, ſays 


he, hold up, Day damns in the North, the brave | 
Mar has Two Hundred Thouſand Highlanders, well | 
arm d and principl'd, to ſerve your Ladyſhip and the | 
Church; and Three Hundred and Fourſ:ore great 


French Ships of War, were this Morning ſeen ma- 


| king tonards Portſmouth, The Lady thank'd 


God with an Ejaculation; and his Ambaſſador with 


a Glaſs of Sherry, He then proceeded to aſſure | 
a Man, and that his Grace himſelf was fled in a poor 


fpſbing Boat to Greenland, or ſomew here far away; 
that his Majeſty had ſtole away from St. James, 


and was not to be found high nor low; and that the 


Dake of Marlborough bir his Thumbs, and loobd as 
pale as Aſhes. This great News procured the Am- 
baſſador Vother Glaſs of Sherry, and Madam clap- 
ped Yother Cuſtard upon his Plate. He then aſlur'd 


us, of his own Knowledge that the Duke of Ber- 
wick had on ſome Occaſion or other given the Earl of | 
Stairs 4 terrible Box on the Ear, and orderd tim 


to leave the Kingdom in three Hiurs, on pain of bein 
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put in the Stocks, A brave a Man this Duke of Ber- | 


wick, 


| * i 85 5 
wick, ſays a Booby at the Parſon's Elbow, the 


Squire's eldeſt Son. Ay, ſ:ys the Parſon, and, 
. Here is to Berwick the bold 
And may bu Gracz live to grow old. 
He went on in this Wantonneſs of fancy, and lied 
and rhim'd beyondall Bounds, The Squire ſqueez dd 
| himby the Rand, aud put his Health round, and I | 


| ſaw nothing but Mirth and Gaiety, For my ſelf, 
| | Laughd with the reſt, and own'd the Ambaſſador's 
» | News to be wonnderful ſtrange. He was afcerwards 
l 
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very Arch upon a brace of Turks, and a Garden of 
Iurnips that he had planted in his Majeſty's Bed- 
Chamber. But as he was going on in his News 
and Calumny, and juſt ſhipping off the Royal Family, 
+ | for whom he had provided a Lodging ſome where 
in Holland, an honeſt Gentlemen came in with the 
e | printed Accouiit of both the Battle of Preſton, and 
that of Dumblain; for, living far from a Poſt-Tow]n 
„he had his Letters but once a Week. The Ambaſſa- 
g | dor wasinſtantly taken with an occaſion to make Wa- 
h] ter, and left both his News and his Cuſtard unfinſh- 
e | ed. But Itold the Gentleman the Wonders the 
„ Doctor had told 28, and he ſhew'd us the monſtrous 
| impoſtibility of them; which had ſo good an Effect 
that tho' he continues his Trade to this Day, and Lies 1 
as fervently as ever, eſpecially from his wooden San- 
ye | nary, vet the perverſe People uncharitably refuſe 
to be any longer his Rogues and Zealots; whereas 
before this his untappy Detection, he could ſet them 
a Railing and Swea: ing, and Mobbing, at his Chri- 
d Pleaſure. It is true, many of the good Women 
are ſtill his Believers and Conformiſts ; but this is 
F- Yeſcrib'd to a Cauſe not quite ſo ſpiritual. 3 
f Take Warning, O Reverend Ambaſſadors, from | 
the forlorn Miſcarriage ofthis your biundering Bro- | 
ther, who, tranſported with Orthodox Zeal, 4 | 
| | a We "ION 
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a well-meaning Lye beyond the Bounds of Likeli- 
hood, and has thereby utterly diſabled himſelf 
from ſerving the Church and his Order, as long as 
he lives—— Better, oh better he had been a Bed that 


inauſpicious Day, tho' with his Hand-maid, as uſual. 


ot fo the artful and eloquent Father Francs, 
who hold forth a Lye, and weeps over a Lye, with 
a praife worthy Cunning and Dexterity. He dreſſes 
up the pretty Puppit ſo amiably, all at the Colt,and 


Charges of his own Fancy, and laments over it fo | 


movingly, that there is not a dry Eye, nor a dry 
Handkerchief, in the whole Congregation. The 
Tears and Rage of his Hearers, are equally in his 
Power; the whole Order would no doubt envy him, 
were he not, tho' greatly lew'd, an exc:Yent Church - 
Man. 85 | 

He was once railing the Pitty of his Hearers, for 


a hopefnl, unfortunate young Gentleman who, tho”. 


bo n to three great Eſtates, was ſo ill us'd, and perſe- 
cited, that he had not an Hovel to put his Cat holick 
Heat in. In thort, he deſcrib'd the poor Lad's Cir- 


cunritrances fo artfully, and lamented him ſo pathe- | 


tically, that I thruſt my Hand into my Pocket, and 
nad the Pretender been within three Pews of me, I 
ſhould infallibly have reached him halt a Crown; 
a larger Charity than I gave to evcry poor Body, I 


perceived the ſame Sympathy and Commiſeration 


in the Looks of the whole Church. 


On every 30th of January, how many Butchers | 
does he fend Home, calling for their Cleavers, to 


he in Picces all the Presbyrerian Demons that had 
a Hand in the Slanug'ter of the Martyr ! For it is 
a ſtunding Maxim and Reſolve amongſt the Ambaſſa- 
dors, That all the Diſſenters, who ever lived, or ſhall 
live, to the end of the World, muſt be the very indi- 
vidual Men that murtbered King Charles the Firft, 


with their own Hands, Another Time he gave us 
a fiightful 
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a frighrful Image and Deſcription of Oliver Crom- 
wells Time; but he threw ſomany Modern Incident, 

into the Character, that the whole Congregation 


ſ ook him to mean the preſent Reign, and I like a 


| Booby, amongft the reſt, was of the ſame Opinion; 


and he put me ſo out of Humour with the Court 


and the Miniſtry, that I ſnatched up my Hat and 
Cane, and went directly to expoſtulate with a Secre- 
tary of State, upon the dreadful Doings and Miſma- 
nagements, which Fryer Francis had pointed at: I 


| likewiſe intended to admoniſh the Conrtiers to be 


rul'd by theClergy, if they expect to proſper. But 
when I came to St. Fames's, I found that Things had 
quite another Face there, than when they came out 
of the Mouth of Fryer Francis. So I kept my Bu- 


ſineſs to my ſelf, and ſneak'd off, warned however 
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to truſt no more to the Repreſentations of this Reve- 
rend Father in Guile, = . 
But, I hope, for the ſake of the Ambaſſadors, no 
Body elſe will take the ſame Pains to be untaught 
the Apoſtolical Forgeries, which their Excellencies 


may find it convenient to broach from Time to Time 
uch a raſh Proceeding would utterly deſtroy 


the Credit of the Caſſock throughout this Land. 
But my honourable Friends know themſelves very 
ſafe in the conformable Credulity of their Hearers : 
And yet | muſt itil] praiſe the wary Doctor moſt, who 


lies beſt, that is, like Frier Francis, moſt artfully, He. 
well knows, that the pious Art of falſhood is the only 
Engine they have left to defend the Reputation of 


the Crape, and to wound that of their great Fi 
for Power, the GOVERNMENT He therefore 
manages with Care and Art this /aſt Shift, 

| I have already given a Reaſon ſuffcient, why Oaths 


ought not to Hamſtring the Ambaſſadors, to which 


J will here a Id, in Defence of the zuzocenr Sinof Per- 


Jury 
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| jury, that if their univerſal Cuſtom and Practice in! 


all Ages, be of any Force, as ſometimes Cuitom a- 
lone creates Law, then here isan Apology in a few 


Words, for ſuch Genuine Clergy- Men as have forſworn 


to his preſent Majeſty for the Preſervation of their 
Cupboards and Tithes,of whico the Holy Church hath 
made them overſeers. It is not, therefore, without 

valuable Conſiderations that the con ſcientious Prieſts _ 
have reconcil'd themſelves to this znnocent Sin, and 


made Perjury the eaſieſt Tas under the Sun. Not 


but that the conformable, good Creatures can abſtain 
from it (as much as they are uſed to it) When there 


is more got by NONJURING. 


I knew the Ambaſſador of a Pariſh near the Bath, 
who had for many Years ſworn and pray'd with cas 
ſtant Conformity, and enjoy'd his Living and his 
October, without the leaſt Tumult in his Conſci- 


ence, till the beginning of the /ate Rebellion; but this 
ſame Conſcience of his (being ſomething of a Time- 
Server) no ſooner heard that the Highlanders were 


riſen, but it began to riſe too, and gave the Doctor 
ſeveral Hints, which he thought were juſt and rea- 
ſonable.. In ſhort, it drew up a Remonſtrance to 


him, by which it appear'd, that if he did hut han- 


dle the preſent Opportunity well, he might bid fair 

to getſomething without looſing any thing, The Doctor 
was ready to follow the Advice of fo rational a 
Conſcience, and ſopretended to quit his Pariſh be- 
cauſe as he told his People in a doleful Diſcourſe 


at parting, he could not, with any Conſcience, pray | 
for a Prince who had no Right, and ſo forth. Thus! 


the Doctor ſeem'd to risk a imall Living for the good 
of his poor Soul, and a Deanery : And oul; ſeem'd, for, 
being as cautions, as he was conſcientious, he had his 
Church ſupplied witha Deputy- Ambaſſador, vulgar- 
ly ealld a Curate, However, the Doctor enjoy'dthe | 

| Honour 
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Honour and Character of a Coxfefſor for a few Weeks, 
and then the Defeats of Mar and Foſter gave him 
ſuch conuinciug , his Majeſty's Right that his 
courteous Conſcience, the beſt natured yielding Thing 
alive, made him and Perjury co-dial Friends once 
more. He took the Oaths, ard kept his Pariſh, 
and prays now for tie Government with the ſame 


| Soncerity as ever. 


Before 1 have done, I muſt have a little Chat 
| with my Friends, the Ambaſſudors, upon the Head 
of Politichs; and I cannot but conceive they are 
| ſomewhat too fickle and changing in their Fiendſhi 
| and Emnity to Princes and States: and Incouſtancy 


. | in Schemes, is on eſſential Error in Stateſmen. 


The Ambaſſadors were, for ſome Time, exceeding 
fond of the late French King, who indeed took pre- 
vailing Methods to pleaſe them. In the firſt Place he 
exerted the ul Prerogative of 4 Monarch by Divine 
Right, upon his Lay- Subjects, aud treated them as 
Slaves, born to breath but for his Pleaſure. Secondly, 
He ſtrove gloriouſly, by Frauds and Violence, to de- 
{troy the moſt powerful and moſt obnoxious Neſt of 
- Republicans in the World, dull Dnrcy-Mcn, that will 
be for Trade and liberty of conſcience, let our Clergy ſay 
what they will to the centrary——T hirdly (O glorious 
Article) He exerciſes ſuch wholeſome Severities on Diſ- 
ſenters, that every t ue church. Man ought to worſhip 
him to all Eternity. And yet, after all this com 
plicated Merit, they withdrew their Protection from 
him as ſoon as he grew Friends with King William, _ 
But he quickly merited their Smiles for he bravely 
broke his Faith, and fell a murdering the D--d Dutch 
again: And during the whole Courſe of the War, 
they continued to grieve for his Loſſes, and to curſe 
the Duke of Marlborough for ſtoping the Courſe 
of his moſt Chriſtian Cruelties. But ſtill they grumble 1 
| | | at 
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at his Slowneſs in lending them a few Ships and 


Troops ko do a certain Jobb which they had much at 


Heart, becauſe it would have chang'd the l con- 
 trivd Model of our Laws and Religion, into a Form 
more pleaſing to them. | 


The Regent too was honourd with their good Garces 
while he was ſuſpected of aiding the Rebellion for the 


Church; but, now it appears he has no Spight 


againſt their Country and Conſtitution, they have 


taken up a mortal one at him. 


Sweden was once the only Object of their Aﬀe&i- 


on and their Prayers, whilſt its King was expected 
with a Fleet and Army to reſcue the Church by Fire, 
aud Sword, and Popery, from the Danger of a Prote- 
ſtant Government, But Sweden failed them, and pre- 
ſently. 3 5 
Ihe Car of Muſcovy got into their Favour, and 
it was ſtrongly hop'd, that that meek Monarch would 
ſet Fire to the Nation, and help the Church ; and 
tho? he baulk'd them, the Ambaſſadors are ſtill fond 


of him, he having by his humanity to his Son, and 


ſeveral others, ſhewn that he knows the uſe of whol- 


ſome Severities; beſides, tis thought he has 20 Go 


Will for England. 33 
The Turk was at one Time a very popular Church- 
Aan, for he was at War with the Chriſtians, and 


therefore great Things were expected from 

him by the Ambaſſadors, for the Proſperity of the 
Church But Prince Eugene, who is not 4 grad Cinrch- 
Man, drove their Mohametan Friend back to his 


Whore- Houſe again 


Even the Emperor himſelf, when it was reported 


he had given his Siſter to the Pretender, was horour'd 
with the Character of a Well. wiſper to the Church of 
England; but that Lye not proving true, his Imperial 
Majeſty loſt Ground amongſt the Ambaſſadors, and 


15 


15 1 ' 
is at preſent in ſuch Diſgrace with them, that no- 
thiug but his going to Maſs, makes them keep Mea- 
ſures with him. TOE IRONS 
The Dutch were ever rhe Objects of their In- 
dignation, and utter Averſion, but at this preſent 
Time, even theſe Republicans, and No Ciriſtians, by 
their Slowneſs in ſigning the Quadruple Alliance, have 
won the Hearts of our Ambaſſadors, and the Hagan 
Mogons have now the good Fortune to be deemd 
| judicious and moderate Schiſmaticks ; but J am in great 
= 5 that they will vry ſbottly anger the Crarch 
again. | : 

: "Pur Parſon Alberoni, my Client, is, of all the Po- 
tentates in Europe, the Pope himſelf not excepted, 
their preſeut Favourite and Darling, as I, tho' un- 
worthy, expect ſoon to be, for penning this Ananſmer- 
able Encomium upon Him and Them. „ 

Their Love of this Potent, Hgb-Church-Man, 
who, like another Cardinal Land, leads his Pups! 
by the Noſe, and the Purſe-Strings, can proceed 
from nothing but their Fondneſs for Works ef Cha- 
rity, to Which, it ſeems, my Client ſhews a ſtrong 

Inclination, particularly, in an Inftance or two that 
cannot but pleaſe the Church. 125 
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We all know there are ſeveral worthy Engliſh Gentlemen, 

1 the good Friends of our Ambaſſadors, and loyal Sufferers for the 

e | Church, who live like Vagrants in Itah, and are fed with 

- | Crumbs from the Pope e Table. Now the loving Cardinal has, in 

g | his Royal Bounty, invited theſe pious Proteſtants into his King- 
dom, offering them a Morſel, and a Bed, tho' it is fear'd 
the preſent Parliament hath taken ſuch uncat holick Relolutions 
as may put the CardinaPs Majeſty out of humour, and tempt 
him to change his Mind. 15 2 


who wiſhes well to the Church and Uniformity, for creating 
ſuch a dangerous Schiſm in the Cardinals Fleet, who were too 
the C atholicks to digeſt the dreadful Hereſy of * 


F Sir George Bing too is never to be forgiven by any Man 
f 

1 

> | Powderand Ball. 
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Is could add many Particulars to illuſtrate the Worth of 
my eminent Client, Payſon Alberoni, whoſe great Capacity 


and Deſola tion. 


e | 
It was rude in Sir George to break the Heads of ſo many 
«vil Spaniards, wha were Men of prartable Behaviour, and no- 
wife addicted to Fighting. It is true they afterwards behav'd 
themſel ves like Hero's, when they refought the Engliſh in the 
Marquis de Beretti Landi's Paper, where bis Excellency has 
made them ſhew the true Spaniſh Bravery, by beating Sir 
George bravely, and running away from him bloodily. And 
it is plain to all the World, that they ſhewed, by a bold 
Light, they ſcorn'd to die to pleaſe that mercileſs Herętick. 


to rule bis Maſter is viſible to mankind. I could likewiſe 


inſiſt that he has as good a Right as any other Fre or Vicar | 
ing War 


whatſoever, to act as becomes his Order, by nourt 


But I will wave the Detail of theſe Points, tho' there is 


ME deal in them, having a grand Thing to urge in his Be- 


intends, if King George would but let him, to reflore — 
and the Church-Lanalde. Wo 
D Sandtuni, ,feſtumq 5, diem | — 
Having left this fegen, W 
Memory, I ſhall ſay no more. 


VN. B. Not one of the numerous Anſwers which will be 
made to this Apology, will be worth reading. But, at the 

earneſt Requeſt of my Bookſeller, I deſign to write and pub- 

liſnh a Reply to my ſelf, which I defire every Body to buy "| 


ince the Town has been ſo kind as to take off one 


whole Impreſſion in one Day, I xm ambitious of ſtapding 
fair in the publick Opinion, and therefore have added this. 


” 


As the feveraÞFChataRers and Encomiums, in this little 
Treatiſe, are intended for a Pictute of one Set of Men only, 
cho ha ve long fit for it, and have diftinguiſh'd themſelves 
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3 much by „ eee and Poſitions, as the Au- 


lis uncommon Apology, it is, with, Rea- 


ar has done b 
amiable is the Character of à Clergyman, when it is not 
itauyd by the Wearer l. And for ſuch as do not di ſnnoour the 
Truth aud HG Order, che Author's unfeigned Reſpect 
Worth and Integr 


bon, hop'd, that none till rail at it, auho are nod bit by it. How 


keeps Peace wich th 


God there ae ik ofanyfuchyd © if7 hone, , 
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hiſper upon the Reader's 


alf, which renders him fingularly Dear to all true Hurch- 
Men Reader a Word in your Ear ; Parſon Atheroni | 
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